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Message from Mayor Bruce McIntyre 

This yea r brings some major changes to the City Council, the  Planning Commission and the City workforce. As your Mayor

for the year, let me report what brought them about. 

Last year’s unfortunate death of longtime Councilmember Jim Talpos created a vacancy on the City Council. That vacancy
was filled by the appointment of Ted Wade, an experienced member of the  Planning Commission and Tri City Fire

Department. His appointment, according to the City Charter, ended in November of 2017.

Councilmember Bruce Tobin and Mayor Norm Finkelstein stepped down upon expiration of their terms in November. We 
thank th em for their devoted service to the City. 

The November election filled three Council positions. Ted Wade was elected to fill the partial term until November 2018. 
Joining Council for three-year terms were Joe Majcher, a former Councilmember and Mayor, and DuAnne Sonneville, who 
previously had been a Planning Commission member. They filled the seats vacated by Finkelstein and Tobin. The continuing 
members of Council are Jerry Kosmensky, Mark Hoffman, Jennifer Oram and myself.

When Wade and Sonneville joined the Council, they left the Planning Commission. Their vacancies are filled by the
appointment of Dr. Nah la Wadie-Salem and Jackie Beach (a former Counc ilmember and Mayor). 

Tw o longtime employees of the Department of Public W orks recently retired: Greg Nelson and Richard Wayne. They have

been replaced by Mike Lee and Roger Gardner, both of whom had previously worked for West Bloomfield Township.

We can catch our breath for a while, all the spots have been filled with a wealth of experience.

Mayor McIntyre 

Message from the Director of City Services 

Dear City of Orchard Lake Residents: 

The past year in the City has been very busy and active on all fronts. First of all, as the Mayor mentioned in his article, the 

three newly elected Councilmembers have been sworn in and  are diligently working on behalf of the residents of the City. 
All of these new members come with previous involvement and experience with the City as either a past Planning 
Commission member  or past City Council member.  

The City has seen an incredible amount of new home construction around the City, which has kept the Building 
Department busy with issuing permits and conducting inspections. 2018 is expected to be the busiest year for the 
department.

The Dep artment of Public Works has been busy with snow rem oval the last several months. Last year the City purchased a 
new plow truck with all of the advanced technologies that have enhanced snow removal efforts.  The City maintains 
approximately 18 miles of road, which includes all of the subdivisions.  The City is not responsible for Pontiac Trail, Orchard 
Lake Road or Commerce Road as these are roads under the authority of the Road Commission of Oakland County.  

As with the beginning of every year, the City begins to start the process of establishing the City budgets for the upcoming 
fiscal ye  ar. The City Council along with the members of the Fi  nance Committee review requests from the administrators and 

determine what needs are desired for the City. As always, their primary concerns are the costs for future health care and 
pension obligations and more importantly the conditions of the City roads and the level of service provided to the residents.

If you have any questions or concerns with regards to the City operations, please feel free to call myself or staff who would 
be more than willing to answer your concerns.  

Gerry McCallum 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IT’S ALMOST TIME TO SPRING INTO ACTION 
Sunshine, warm temps and that burning desire to get back outdoors will be here soon!   Now is the perfect time 
to spring into action to protect and preserve the investment made in your home. What follows is my own basic 
Spring Maintenance Check List.  Since we all expect our home and grounds to be a safe haven for family and 
guests, we have to be willing to invest a little time and effort in addressing a few regular maintenance items each 

season.  This list focuses on the home's exterior.  It will get you outside and might also serve to ensure a 

safe, enjoyable, worry free summer.   

DEBRIS:  I’m always amazed at the accumulation of debris appearing in the yard as the snow melts!  Clear out 

any leaves, limbs, wood, weeds or grass clippings that may have somehow appeared in your yard.  City Ordinance 

prohibits any debris located where your neighbors or anyone driving down the street can see it.  Clearing away 

any debris is always the perfect place to begin a Spring Home Maintenance Check-up and besides, it provides 

instant gratification!   

TRIP HAZARDS:  Check your driveway and walkways for cracked pavement, ruptures or raised cement 

sections, which may be damage from frost heave.   Look for and address any trip hazards and prevent weeds 
from taking up residence at the same time.  Exterior slabs (except pool decks) should drain away from the 
home’s foundation. 

WIRING:  Take a look at any exterior wiring in your yard to ensure there are no sagging, frayed or bare wires.  

LOOK FOR RUST: Check all metals around the homes exterior and yard for signs of rust or corrosion.  The 
obvious places to look include fencing, porch railing, docks and decks.  Rusted steel or metal can cause harm 

due to cuts and if left unattended can cause failure. 

DECKS AND ALL WOOD SURFACES:  Check for rotted wood that can cause failure and splinters that can cause 

injury.  Check all decks to ensure those structures, railings and stairways are sturdy and safe.   

APPROPRIATE SCREENING:  Check that your air conditioner compressor, generators and garbage cans or 

receptacles are screened from your neighbors and the street.  Yup, I said GARGAGE CANS!  City Ordinance 

req uires these items be screened with closely-spaced evergreen plantings or a fence. 

FOUNDATION:  Check your foundation for any openings such as cracks, fissures or holes that can allow moisture 

or insects to enter your structure.  Look for holes around foundations, walkways, decks or patios that may be the 

res ult of animals.  Also check around pipes that enter the foundation walls for voids in the caulking or sealant.  

Now check that the ground around the home slopes away from the house. 

YARD GRADE:  Check the grade around your home to ensure that water cannot pool or drain against your fou 
ndation which can cause leaks in your basement or crawl space.  Also check any swales which exist in your 
yard to ensure that water will travel to a storm sewer, ditch or the lake.  (Swales are depressions in your lawn, 
whi ch are intended to allow water to travel to their designated collection points and prevent water from 

accumulating in your yard.)  

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS:  Where accessible, check your gutters and downspouts for clogs, leaks, 

corr osion, joint separation and loose fasteners.  A leak in gutters or downspouts could cause moisture to enter 

your structure or foundation.  Downspout leaders should extend at least 5 feet from the home to prevent water 

infil tration. 

ROOF:  Check your roof for damage as a result of age, animals, debris, wear and tear or ice damming.  If your 

home has experienced ice damming this past or previous winters, pay special attention to these areas.  Do not 

attempt to go onto your roof unless you are trained and are wearing the proper fall protection.  Checking gutters 

and roofs should be left to a professional.   Know that the typical life expectancy of a roof is about 20 years, 

but you’ll always want to keep an eye out for missing shingles or any that are curled or cracked.  Roof leaks often 

first occur around openings such as skylights and around chimneys.   

 PAINTED SURFACES:  Check all painted surfaces to ensure they are sealed.  A good paint will seal the wood 

and prevent premature rotting or deterioration.  Check all around your home for any caulking that may have 

cracked or been dislodged.  Caulking is extremely important in preventing moisture from entering the structure 

and it also helps prevent rot, mold and mildew. Check your windows and doors for soft wood or obvious damage 

from rot or decay.  These areas should be repaired and sealed with paint. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Police Chief 

Dear Orchard Lake Residents; 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the residents of Orchard Lake on the way you support your local 
Police Department. I assure you that we recognize your respect and support and we intend to show you the same 
respect and support. 

I would like to take a minute and go over some security suggestions. You have chosen to live in an absolutely 
beautiful area. Things that you can do to keep your family and possessions safe are: 

• Have a monitored alarm system

• If  possible, obtain a security camera system covering entries to your home, as well as the viewing of the
street side of your home.

• W hen you are vacationing, please call  the Orchard Lake Police Department to advise us. Our officers will
periodically check your residence. 248-682-2400.

• If you need an officer for any kind of complaint, please call our Dispatch at 248-975-9200.

In closing, I want to suggest that if you have an alarm system, make sure that you use it ALL THE TIME. The 
time you don’t  use it could be the time you needed it. 

Respectfully, 
Chief Joe George 

SEAWALL:  If your property is located on a lake or waterway, check your seawall or the transition between your yard 

and the water to ensure the soil has not eroded and the seawall is in good condition. 

If you have any questions about any of these items please call me at the City Offices at (248) 682-2400 or check the 

City’s website at www.CityofOrchardLake.com. 

Meanwhile, looking forward to a great spring and summer!  

Don Pratt – Code Enforcement Officer 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Event 

Orchard Lake residents will be entitled to participate in 
the West Bloomfield Household Hazardous Waste 
Disposal event on Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 9AM 
to 2PM at West Bloomfield Civic Center off Walnut Lake 
Road west of Orchard Lake Rd.  

Please try to organize with your neighbors as the cost to 
the City is $50.00 per car. For more information on the 
type of waste collected, please contact the information 
hotline at (248) 451-4834. 

Dog Licenses for 2018 are now available at City 
Hall and require a certificate of rabies vaccination. 
Three-year licenses are also available when 
coordinated with their rabies vaccination. For more 
information, contact the Oakland County Pet 
Adoption center at (248) 391-4102. Dog licenses 
must be purchased by June 1, 2018 to avoid any late 
fees.  

http://www.cityoforchardlake.com/


 
 
 

 Apple Island Nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places 

During the summer of 2013, with the support of the Greater West 
Bloomfield Historical Society, Western Michigan University conducted an 
anthropology class on Apple Island. All who participated were given the 
opportunity to engage in a thorough investigation of the history of the 
Campbell family, owners of Apple Island from 1856 to 1915, and collected 
a sample of artifacts. In 2014, they returned to teach another class and 
conduct more research. At this time, artifacts associated with Jessie and 
John Harvey’s cottage, the Campbell’s daughter and son-in-law 
respectively, were collected. In 2017, further investigation took place on 
the east side of the island yielding artifacts reflecting vacationing in the 
later part of the 19th century.  

For further information regarding the research, you are invited to attend a 
presentation on Wednesday, April 25, 2018 at 7 PM in the Main Meeting 
Room of the West Bloomfield Library. Apple Island researchers Dr. David 
Brose and Mark Hoock, PhD. Candidate, will share their findings on island 
use by early Native American and 20th century summer vacationers, 
respectively.  Sponsored by the Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society 
with West Bloomfield Township Library. There is no charge for this 
presentation. 

Apple Island has been deemed worthy of preservation because of its 
importance in American history and culture and will be considered for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places by the Michigan 
State Historic Preservation Review Board on February 23, 2018.  

Gina Gregory, 

President  
Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society 

City of Orchard Lake Village 

3955 Orchard Lake Rd  Orchard Lake, MI 48323 

 www.CityofOrchardlake.com

       Phone: (248) 682-2400

http://www.cityoforchardlake.com/



